
TABLE 10-5A 

DEFAULT U-FACTORS FOR OVERALL ASSEMBLY METAL STUD WALLS, 
EFFECTIVE R-VALUES FOR METAL FRAMING AND CAVITY ONLY,  

AND DEFAULT METAL BUILDING U-FACTORS 
 

TABLE 10-5A(2)
EFFECTIVE R-VALUES FOR METAL FRAMING AND CAVITY ONLY 

Cavity Insulation 
Effective R-Value Nominal 

Depth, Inches 
Actual Depth, 

Inches 
Nominal  
R-Value 16” O.C. 24” O.C. 

Air Cavity Any Any R-0.91 (air) 0.79 0.91 
4 3-1/2 R-11 5.5 6.6 
4 3-1/2 R-13 6.0 7.2 
4 3-1/2 R-15 6.4 7.8 
6 5-1/2 R-19 7.1 8.6 
6 5-1/2 R-21 7.4 9.0 

Wall 

8 7-1/4 R-25 7.8 9.6 
R-11 5.5 6.1 
R-19 7.0 9.1 Roof 

 Insulation is 
uncompressed 

R-30 9.3 11.4 


	Air Cavity

